
 
The Beta Chronicles

a Fraternity History
Editors Note
What follows is a rough draft of the History of Beta Phi Omega. It has grammar errors there are years missing. It is the stories told by the brothers who lived it. In the years to follow it will become more polished, so sit back and enjoy the story of the Fraternity in it most raw form

Forward

History never repeats! Once time has passed it is not possible to return to an exact situation or moment or event. “If only I had…” is the common lament of one who missed an opportunity in life. We say, “Time waits for no one.” So, if all this is true, and we’ll never be back to where we were why study history? Why document the history Of Beta Phi Omega 

Contemporary situations often mirror events of history. History doesn’t repeat, but we often speak of history repeating. Too often we feel pride in our accomplishments, which under deeper scrutiny are little more than rediscovering the wheel and reinventing a process, when we could have been more productive using knowledge already existing! 

History can be tantalizing. Documenting the history of Beta Phi Omega couldn’t be a transcription like the Congressional Daily Record or a statistical abstract. It had to be a selection of those stories that had substance, importance for future generations and like Mary Poplin’s “spoonful of medicine,” enough interest to hold a reader’s attention. 

In doing research for this book, I was frequently surprised by how often just under the surface of our modern practices and customs; little has changed in the principles and values of Beta Phi Omega. It was a pleasant revelation to know that our fraternity was still working as the founder’s intended. Survival of any organization lies in the ability to adapt to change without sacrificing key values. 

Prologue

The Dayton Campus, the offspring of, and branch campus for, Ohio State University and Miami University, opened in the fall of 1964.  Word was, it should be a very good place to receive a college education and at a very reasonable price.  Maybe thanks, in part, by the military establishment located at WPAFB, or maybe, because of the easy commute.  Anyway…the time for any alternative point of view was at hand for those just out of high school.  The expanded awareness of people thought was college…lent itself to what they would actually experience during these times.

It was Beta Phi Omega's founders, who provided the inspiration, upon which the fraternity was built. They dared to be unique in their vision, foresight, ideals, and principles. They gave us the spirit of genuine democracy and challenged the fraternity to choose men not for their wealth, rank, or honor, but for their personal worth and character. They left the fraternity with a priceless heritage.

The founders desired an organization different from that represented by the existing fraternities.  Their desire was to establish a fraternity in which the primary requisites for membership would be the personal worth and character of the individual rather than the wealth he possessed, the honors or titles he could display, or the rank he maintained on the social ladder.

One can not reflect on the 1960’s without experiencing “life moments” covering historical snap shots in time that range from: Vietnam, the Beetles, the Stones, Woodstock, to the Landing on the Moon, the New York Jets, to the Chicago National Democratic Convention, to Kent State, to Kennedy’s assassination. This was also the time for an experience of male bonding.  In some circles of the 1960’s, the perceptions of a Greek fraternal system to provide camaraderie, lasting relationships and exposure to people of diverse backgrounds was too much to ignore.  Not many at the Dayton Campus understood what a fraternity meant to its brotherhood, the college and the community.  Little did those who would form the longest standing fraternal organization realize the impact or it’s meaning on all of us. Shortly after the Dayton Campus became Wright State University, the fall of 1967, was the year in which Beta Phi Omega became, and still is, the Fraternity of choice.

Beta Phi Omega has a long and rich history, dating back to 1967. We try to preserve and remember this history, to serve as a reminder of where we've been, and a guide to help get us where we're trying to go. The following is a detailed history of the fraternity, from our origins to the present day.

In The Beginning

(1967 - 1968)

The Dayton Campus of Miami and OSU

In the fall of 1964, a single building standing in the middle of a farm pasture opened its doors to the 3,203 students registered for classes within its walls. That building, which housed faculty, administration, student services, and classrooms all under one roof, was Allyn Hall; but the institution was not yet Wright State University. That one building was the entire Dayton Campus of Miami University and The Ohio State University. 

However, those humble beginnings were the culmination of a dream by Dayton business and civic leaders to establish a public university in the Dayton area-a dream validated when the community raised $3 million in seed money to support the effort. For students accustomed to attending evening courses offered by OSU and Miami in Dayton-area high schools, the YWCA, and at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, the new one-building campus was a godsend. 

The campus would go on to include three more buildings within the next three years, but initially the new institution boasted a faculty numbering 55 members and a campus comprising general college, science and engineering, Dayton academic center of Miami University, and graduate center of The Ohio State University. 

Gaining Independent Status

Although the campus was under the shared leadership of two universities, the need for academic leadership on campus led to the naming of Brage Golding as the first president of the Dayton Campus in the fall of 1966. Other pressures-political, community, and fiscal-began building as well, pushing the university to sever its ties from OSU and Miami and become an independent state university. It achieved that status on October 1, 1967, when its enrollment exceeded 5,000, which gave the campus the required size for full independence per Senate Bill 210. 

Wright State's independence was celebrated in holiday fashion. As President Golding, Vice President of Finance Fred White, and Director of Communications Al Brown returned from the Board of Regents meeting in Columbus with the official word of Wright State's independence, they were met by a welcoming campus crowd of more than 300 from the student body, faculty, and administration, celebrating with banners and refreshments. Later, students held a mock funeral service signifying the end of the "Dayton Campus" designation. A casket was buried in the woods to the north of Founders' Quadrangle. A tree was planted over the grave to commemorate the beginning of the new university. 

On October 21, 1967, the communities of Fairborn, Xenia, and Beavercreek sponsored a day-long celebration on the Wright State University campus. The theme was "The University-The Community-The Family." Festivities including an ox roast, a soccer game between the WSU soccer club and Wilberforce, a performance by the Wright-Patterson Air Force Band, an art show and sports activities strengthened the ties between the university and the community.
Someone, in early September 1967, came up with the idea to start a fraternity.  Through the next couple weeks a collection of individuals contacted other friends and acquaintances to determine interest in being part of this fraternity.  This grew into several social get together’s with an official, planned gathering, on September 21, 1967. On this day the 16 founding fathers came together on the fourth floor Southeast corner of Millet Hall to officially designate a name and colors, and formulate the blueprints for the Fraternity. They gathered around a table in a small classroom and picked 5 brothers...one each drew part of the name and the colors from an envelope. Beta Phi Omega was the second group of letters drawn.  The first group of letters was very similar to those of another Wright State Fraternity at this time; the first officers were elected. Beta Phi Omega is the only Fraternity founded at WSU to survive, all the rest merged with a national Fraternity or they died out all together. It was at this meeting or at a later meeting that officers were elected.  Rich Roy was a major organizer and helped or directed most of the early activities. Rich was selected to design a Crest; another member was designated to order blazers which that member ordered through Price Brothers. One member was selected to have the Crest reduced to patches to be placed on the blazer and a fourth member was in charge of having our then members photographed. It was completed in consultation with a number of members and the fraternity voted on the four primary articles which were placed on the Crest.  These steps quickly produced the best looking and best organized fraternity at the college

They and were off and running.  They ordered shirts to wear around campus and to use for an intramural football team in the fall of 1967. It was through this football team that the first pledge came into contact with Beta Phi, the Founding fathers were playing in an intramural football game.  They were one man short for the team and needed an extra body or they would forfeit the game they saw Pat Moran sitting by watching them play. They looked at several candidates at the local Fairborn morgue, but settled on Pat.  He was fast, good hands…but more importantly, he was a warm body.  (He became more than that to the Fraternity as a President!) They asked him to play on their team. He volunteered and was listed on our roster.  All members of the team had to be members of an organization so they told the other team he was their pledge.  Pat was so impressed by the Founding Fathers that he asked to become an official pledge of the Fraternity after the game. At that time there was no pledge program in place so Pat didn’t go through any type of pledge program, as we know it today. His pledge period concluded with the completion of that first intramural league season.

Beta Phi formed a softball team the following spring and began to get involved in other organizations that Wright State provided.  This diverse involvement in the infrastructure became a common place occurrence around campus.  It appeared that there was a representative of Beta Phi involved everywhere in university life and contributing in many different ways.

Beta Phi continued to meet on a regular basis created legitimacy in recognition by the university with a constitution and bylaws.  
The Era of the Founders

In the Founders of Beta phi Omega is shown a cross section of talents, abilities and interests that demonstrate how men of great foresight can band together and take advantage of their differences in building a great Fraternity. Beta Phi Omega was founded on a diversity of interests. Today the fraternity remains a Fraternity where, regardless of abilities or talents or interests, a young man can enter into a brotherhood of men for the furtherance of his personality, academics, brotherhood, and the general betterment of the Fraternity. 

Beta Phi Omega the Philippines

Sometime right after the founding and before the beginning of 1968 one of the founders was traveling in the Philippines. It was there that he met Catlino Caminade in Cebu where Catlino studied. The founder spoke with Catlino telling about our order that had just been founded. Catlino was so impressed by the founder’s passion for the Order that he asked to become part of it. The founder inducted Catlino Caminade into Beta Phi Omega. Then the founder returned home from that point on the groups operated with no contact, until the early 21st century when the Chapter from the Philippines reconnected with the Fraternity. The two groups evolved along completely different lines and are for the most part two distantly different groups who share the same name and a common founder.
(1968 - 1969)

Colorado Ski Team
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The 1968 Colorado ski trip included most of the active brotherhood at the time. They drove 24 hours straight to Frisco, Colorado and stayed at the Frisco Lodge ($2 a night, toilet & shower down the hall)! It was Milt's favorite lodging location! Milt taught the Brothers to ski that week. Follow him or get left behind. They ate baloney sandwiches all week and save their money for lift tickets and beer. The Brothers had a great time, even though some fell at the top of Arapahoe Basin Ski Resort in a blinding snowstorm that good old Milt took us into at the end of the day! One brother even pulled His Achilles tendon, and was brought down on a sled. The brothers went back several more times, each one being better than the first. Each year many brothers took their my family skiing to Colorado, and think of those times, especially watching "RooT Hog" walk down the Born Free slope at Lion's Head in Vail with one ski on! The brothers laughed so hard! 

By late spring and during the summer of 1968, the brothers began to plan for something called rush and pledging.  The brothers came up with a great promotional idea to attract potential brothers.  By committing to repair the moat around Allyn Hall, Beta Phi received approval to use the moat during the first week of school. This became our Row-A-Thon, which was called “Rowing-in-the-Moat” in the early years, 200 long, grueling nautical miles. The first raft was a yellow, rubber inflatable raft...they had to use an air pump the last few days...for with all the scraping against the sides of the moat...it got so hairy, that after every lap they needed to fill up with air.  Beta Phi rowed in a monstrous 8-man raft.  You must understand that only 2 of them would row, as the same time…didn’t have 6 additional brothers helping.  It was like maneuvering the Titanic by using sails and yardarms. This, along with an informational booth, was their tool for the first rush.  It worked! 

Masters of the Moat
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By letter Dean of Students Bruce Lyons, it was one evening when the brothers were using the "little boat” They would time themselves on the "rowed mile" some ungodly number of back and forth against a clock, they did not run the full "U" pattern for these speed events. They had a chart up that showed the different best times set so far Mr. Lyons was there and said something to the effect of "not only do you guys have fast Chariots but now you are the Masters of the Moat. Mr. Lyons went as far to place Beta Phi Omega in Charge of the Moat we repaired the Moat and we serviced the Moat. No one in could go in or use the moat without OUR OK. We were the only ones brave enough, bold enough and creative enough to seize the moat and took total advantage...who would have thought that after all these years...we still have that example to humble all of those other "wannabes". Mr. Lyons believed that one of the accomplishments that put a star on our fraternity was that all of our members stayed at Wright State and didn't transfer to another college by implication... 
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Beta Phi was focused and in position to begin it’s second year as a fraternity. We are a Wright State original, therein lay our potential, therein lay our strength, and therein lay our hope for the future.

Greek Super Power
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We are usually referring to our status in sports or in social activities. It works like this: If you say you're the best then eventually you are going to believe it. If you believe it then you are going to act like you are the best, and if you act like you are the best then people will believe that you are the best. The strength of this organization is simple; no male Greek society is as strong and no organization has as much fun, or takes care of business like us. We had the parties that everyone wants to go to, and the social event of the year (The great Pumpkin Hunt) that is a smash for everyone. We are gods, and are resented for it! The environment of every organization running on equal terms has strengthened this organization. We have great enthusiasm, we dominate in the G.P.A. area we always have a great time on the weekend. Many brothers fondest memory of their pledge period is the strength of the actives, and their pride in themselves and pride they had in knowing that their pledges were the BEST in every way. There is always more than one way to approach a situation or a task; pick the way that nobody would expect you to pick, and involve as many good people as you can in doing it.
Inauguration of the first President of WSU

Wright State was growing in stature, the student population approaches 13,000, significant for a commuter campus that was a satellite of Miami/Ohio State Universities. Beta Phi Omega was an active participant in the inauguration of the first President of WSU, Brage Golding.  Establishing the university as a stand alone state institution and no longer a satellite campus.  Dick Boss headed up the fraternity effort to support the inauguration. What an event it was. Founder Boss had tents Decorated in the Wright State's colors of green and gold.  He got all the fraternities and sororities involved with the project through the Inter Greek Council. Every college and university in the US was invited and there was a display at the front of the tent of all the letters of the college, which couldn't attend. 

Influenced passing of 1st Constitution
Beta Phi Omega was very conservative and was fighting the extreme leftist/liberals that wanted to pass a student constitution that was very anti establishment and anti fraternity. The fraternity in conjunction with university President Golding worked in front of and behind the scenes to ensure that the liberal constitution failed and was replaced with one written by the Beta Phi Omega. After the win the fraternity leadership celebrated in the university president’s office by getting toasted on some really good booze...

Formed student government

Beta Phi Omega was very involved in the start up of The 1st Student Government. In a secret vote at a fraternity meeting Dick Boss was picked to attend the meetings of the newly formed Student Government to recruit some of the student body government members as fraternity brothers so that the Fraternity could control the organization behind the scenes. The Fraternity set out to accomplish the mission and did. We ended up complete controlling The Student Government. A person named Gary Hunt was running for the 1st student body president He had a lot of competition and it looked as though he was not going to win - but he was a great guy and very interested in the fraternity and everything that the Brothers told him about it. A group of guys mostly fraternity members some guys weren't but were considering joining met at a house, drank too much beer and came up with some campaign signs for him, and keep in mind the outcome was that he won the election, pledged for the fraternity and became a fraternity member The signs read as follows 

#1 Gary Hunt is nice, vote for him twice 

#2 we support Gary hunt (then in small letters in the lower right hand corner was the words “champion underwear" 

#3 is god dead (in real big letters) and then in smaller letters in the lower right hand side of the sign (Gary Hunt) 

These signs = probably about 30 to 40 of them spread the campus but only for a day or two or three but every body helped bringing them down - and it was like covering up for a fraternity mistake except that he won the election hands down and also pledged the fraternity. 
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WSU is getting bigger.  The back parking lot is graded, the forest road is widened and the school takes on the task of building a house for the University President. And holds its first commencement ceremony on Founders Quadrangle. Social activities continue.  Horseback riding at a stable in Beavercreek is a first for many of the brothers and their dates. Horseback riding was a big thing at WSU in the late 60's to mid 70's. The stables were located where the Nutter Center currently stands & were bordered by Achilles Hill on the one side & campus & Bio Preserve on the other.

Horseback riding became very popular one at the very start of the fraternity. The Brother really stressed this as a fraternity function to get guys together and bond. It was set it up as bring a date, the fraternity paid for it and if guys did not have a date but wanted one they were to contact Dick Boss. As he could hook them up with this place in downtown Dayton where they rented to single girls only. It was a place for women from not the wealthiest people. Mostly poor to middle class families that could not afford to send their daughters to college, or help pay for their housing when they were getting on their own. Good decent heartland girls 

Soccer becomes WSU's first intercollegiate sport. A team of walk-ons, under Coach Bela Wollner, compiles an 8-3-2 record.

Beta Phi’s involvement in University activities and the community became more apparent at this time. Wright State was NEW. And, like any university, needed student involvement.  Student organizations answered that call.  Less than 10% of the student body was the active student body.  Beta Phi Omega more than most, The membership consisted of some of the most important student body officers we were active and leading in every aspect of student life, and would be so for years to follow.  Student Government, The Guardian (NEWSPAPER), every club, University Center Board, Student Reps. on University Governance Boards and Committees,

Parties, intramural sports, socializing while studying in the basement of the University Library (NOW ALLYN HALL HANGER), the joy of the suspended stairs from the upper floor to the basement of the library.  Interaction with the other campus organizations to include the new sororities continues and grows.  Many of the new brothers were on academic probation come spring. 
Achilles Hill
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This was when Achilles Hill came into existence. In the summer of 1968 Beta Phi organized the creation of Achilles Hill.  Beta Phi along with the help of Theta Delta Phi, Kappa Delta Chi, and Sigma Tau Epsilon carved Achilles Hills out of the wilderness.  This could not have been possible without the help of the University President Golding and dean of students Bruce Lyons.  Achilles Hill has enjoyed a rich history with the Fraternity. Many Rituals were conducted there over the years and many a bonfire was held there.

It was even named by a brother; the name has been credited to Rich Roy.  There was a lot of clearing of brush and debris, digging pits for bonfires and cookouts. Greek organizations continued to thrive.  The I.G.C. (Inter-Greek Council) was formed to represent a central clearinghouse for common issues and concerns for both sororities and fraternities.  Beta Phi’s influence and leadership was present on both the Board of Directors level and general membership representation.  There were three (3) fraternities…Beta Phi Omega (the Beta Phi’s), Sigma Tau Epsilon (the Sigma Tau’s), and Theta Delta Phi (the Del Phi’s)…and two (2) sororities…Kappa Delta Chi (Kappa’s) and Phi Theta Omega (Theta’s)…struggling for identity.

The first Greek Week was held in May 1968.  On and off campus activities provided positive visibility to non-Greeks while allowing the Greek organizations to grow and nurture their initiatives.  The most dramatic event in this first Greek Week was the Chariot Races around the Quadrangle.  Every student that did not have classes at the time was forced to experience it.  The Quadrangle and the four surrounding buildings was the campus!  There were only two heats.  One was a flat out sprint and the second was a relay race.  Beta Phi won the majority of athletic events scheduled including both Chariot Race heats.  Another example of our influence and dominance, s a matter of fact the chapter was awarded the inter Greek council Greek week sprit award

Chariot Races
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Each Greek house had a chariot that they either refurbished or completely remade each year; the chariots were rickety vehicles with two wheels and a seat, assembled with parts from old rocking chairs, cider barrels and kegs. The chariots were designed to resemble Roman designs and were given ambitious names like “Thunderbolt” and “Wild Thing. The construction of the chariots was a large part of the competition in itself. Some of the entries were quite elaborate and well-engineered, while others were not. Because the course required contestants to make sharp turns at high speeds, the weaker chariots would often cross the finish line in pieces. At the end of the race, the fastest, slowest and best-looking entrants all received prizes.
The fraternity entered intramural sports on a global basis.  Football, basketball and softball became additional successes for Beta Phi.  Beta Phi seemed to win everything.  Whatever Beta Phi touched turned to gold.  The Brothers would wager with rival fraternities to compete in football, basketball or softball game with the loser having to “cough-up” a keg of beer.  

	Year
	Sport
	Rival Fraternity
	Us
	Them

	Fall 1968
	Football
	Sigma Tau Epsilon
	20
	0

	Spring 1969
	Softball
	Sigma Tau Epsilon
	15
	2

	Fall 1969
	Football
	Sigma Tau Epsilon
	26
	13

	
	
	Theta Delta Phi
	22
	0

	Winter 1970
	Basketball
	Sigma Tau Epsilon
	50
	46

	
	
	
	63
	39

	
	
	Theta Delta Phi
	65
	32

	
	
	
	55
	28

	
	Softball
	Sigma Tau Epsilon
	20
	10

	
	
	
	12
	6

	
	
	
	16
	6

	
	
	(*) Alpha Zeta Chi
	16
	9

	
	
	
	21
	20

	
	
	Theta Delta Phi
	20
	4

	Summer 1970
	Softball
	Sigma Tau Epsilon
	26
	12

	
	
	(*) Alpha Zeta Chi
	23
	24

	
	Overall Record
	Sigma Tau Epsilon
	10
	0

	
	
	(*) Alpha Zeta Chi
	2
	1

	
	
	Theta Delta Phi
	4
	0

	
	
	
	16
	1


Note (*) by the spring of 1970, none of the fraternities would continue with this kind of wager…they could not afford it.  And by the way, Beta Phi lost our first inter-fraternity game of any sort in the spring of 1970…softball…by one (1) run!  Alpha Zeta Chi was a very short-term fraternity lasting a couple years ... but they did become the first fraternity to beat us.

Beta Phi supported the fledgling soccer team with flags and a concession stand.  Beta Phi’s were at the Raiders basketball games.  The fraternities’ home field was Stebbins High School.

Beta Phi conducted its first induction.  After dinner and the ceremony, the brothers all headed to U.D. Field House for a concert by the Supremes.

The idea of Academic Freedom was beyond the infancy stage.  With this brought a delineation of political viewpoints that began to tear at the fabric of Wright State’s campus and all peripheral organizations.  WSU was not the only campus feeling the social pressures of the late 1960’s.  The Vietnam War was worsening and discontent with any form of “The Establishment” brought the ideals of a fraternity or sorority into bad view from some of the student ranks.  This discontent was felt both on and off campus.  Beta Phi was not exempt from these influences.  There were internal factions who wanted the fraternity to be more politically active.  Rich Roy felt strongly that Beta Phi should remain a social fraternity.  Although there are gray areas of overlap through involvement, after all, we were in college and macho, Rich felt the need to maintain status quo was imperative.  If any individual brother, or groups of brothers, desired political activism they could do it outside the label of fraternity involvement and sponsorship.

Love is in the air and several Beta Phi Omega members are dating steady girls.  Jim Crawford becomes the first married Beta phi Omega. Several members think they are in love and begin their starter marriages.  Parties are held at Jim’s parent’s house--and what do the brothers remember--Jim’s Dad has a fringe in the garage with a built-in beer tap---what a concept.

1st all campus champs
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The trophy was the intramural all-sports trophy and I think it was during the 1970-71 school year. The trophy was given to the organization that had the best intramural teams of that school year. Points were awarded for winning but also for participation and we made it a point to get max points at every possible event. The importance was the comradery and teamwork which was required to plan and organize our teams in each and 

Every sport involved from football down to table tennis. This was quite an accomplishment with such a diverse group of induvial such as we were back then. We had everyone from jocks, academia’s to hippies in 

Our group and were still able to pull it all together and establish the required teams in each sport offered. We may have all been individual’s personality wise but we all came together in the spirit of fraternal brotherhood when it mattered. You could check the actual date of it in the intramural department records. The exposure we received was invaluable.  Recognition in the "Guardian" on campus newspaper, kudos from the athletic department, and university as a whole were very pleased with us.

(1969 - 1970)
Fall brings the student’s back to campus and the fraternity again thinks about a pledge class.  Founding members in Junior and seniors years looking at focusing on their majors and future life’s work. Most of the founding members graduate and go their separate ways to earn a living.  They would be missed. So fall the new brothers shoulder recruitment.  

Rowing in the moat week, the beautiful painted eyes rubber raft hit the water at 9:00 a.m. on September 13, 1969, (This was a two- (2) man raft.  The monster eight (8) man raft was history. Got some good press in the Dayton Daily News) and marked the beginning of the second annual rowing marathon for Beta Phi Omega, going for 24 hours a day, for the 7 days of RUSH week to attract new pledges Last year more than 200 miles were logged. This year a new record was set with 250 miles on the books.

Rowing in the moat is important to Beta Phi Omega for reasons other than publicity. It is to get together on a project. It's an opportunity to build up your arm muscles as well as your chance to get to know guys better than before. It's a chance to be yourself. 

In Beta Phi Omega we have found that brotherhood will not come from talking about it. You have to get out and work toward it. It's hard work. It's often frustrating. But once achieved, it can never be taken away and it can do more for you as a person than any other combination of experiences which you will find in college. 

The Fraternity continued to promote the Rush with its second year of rowing in the moat. The Brothers set up a tent on the Quadrangle… they were fortunate to have sorority girls and other interested coeds, bring us goodies from 10 PM through 6 am. New students attracted to the Fraternity and another year begins.  

Wright Stock

Student Caucus sponsors Wright Stock modeled after Wood stock on Achilles Hill at the eastern edge of campus. It rained just like the real Woodstock. Music was by a local band called Sound Society. The entire Chapter went as a Group and made such an impression that there was a surge in recruitment numbers.

Fraternity pin is designed
Produced, and sold to fraternity members.  A beautiful yellow gold pin of the fraternity shield, with ones year of joining attached on a gold chain. 

The Great Turkey Raffle

At some point we were trying to raise money (imagine that) so someone got the idea to get a live turkey (it was just before Thanksgiving) and have a raffle. No one remembers who got the turkey (might have been “borrowed” from a local farm) but everyone remembers having it tied to a light post on the grass in the quadrangle. It was cold and raining and it looked absolutely miserable! No one bought any of the raffle tickets and no one is sure what happened to the bird.

Many Consider the Gamma Pledge Class that started in the fall of 1969, as the first pledge class as we would know it today.  It was a six-month process that would see them inducted in April, of 1970. (In Beta Phi’s early years your were a pledge until you meet the requirements for induction.) Process is not enough of a word.  They were 42 pledges, soon winnowed to 36-38.  The actives were fewer than 20.  Dan Quinn was their Pledge Mentor.   Being a pledge was a full-time job. ?  All actives were Mr., and Sir.  They had one week to learn the Greek alphabet, all actives class schedules, majors, and birthdays.  Woe be it to the pledge that forgot any of this.  Their goals were simple; raise $2,000, attend every activity as directed, host, and pay for the formal induction dinner.  Maintain a 2.0 GPA (at minimum); attend by-weekly study sessions. 
First organization to paint “The Rock.”
The rock was pulled out of the ground as they started building the "new" library. It was pushed over to the construction entrance along Airway Road. Gamma Pledge Class took it upon themselves under the cloak of darkness and with everyone sworn to secrecy to pour Maroon paint covering the rock, then in the area facing the road they painted the Greek letters Beta Phi Omega in bright yellow as they couldn’t get gold. Gamma Wanted WSU to have an additional symbol that Beta Phi Omega was a large part of the University. The first painting lasted for an entire 2 days before the Delphi's painted their "gang" colors over it. This started a ritual that lasted for several weeks resulting in multiple coats of paint being applied by the alternating Fraternities. At which point the Brothers tried to prep a repaint with a blow torch odd idea, the rock burned for 18-24 hours then repainted. Eventually who painted it ever at their convenience? At some point in time the "Rock" was relocated to the place along the "back entrance".

Maybe we’ll start our own fraternity

Gamma would vote each week if to say Gamma or Start own Fraternity Probably not every week-but more often as they neared the end of pledging (Sept.-April), and had developed more and more camaraderie. All normal pledge thinking-that lead to nothing. The Gamma Induction was a wonderful and outstanding event. Held at the King Cole Dayton's best restaurant at the time. Post induction blues? When Gamma came to they first regular meeting there might have been 15-20 actives. There was a certain amount of "New guys sit down and be quite," But, as they realized that they could run the Fraternity on votes, they also realized that they wouldn’t they did have some things to learn, they were the new guys! So they sat back and learned. Still, on some level it was hard to go from our pledge class (a major organization in its own right, which was had simply dissolved, after eight months into a new group - the active chapter.

(1970 - 1971)

THE MERMAID LOUNGE WILL NEVER BE THE SAME AGAIN
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Following the BETA PHI OMEGA RUSH PARTY there on October 4th. 1970 

'So much beer was drunk and so much more came back up that it was rolling down the stairs before the last of our drunken group fell out the door.

Despite the fact that no one was able to see them, Rich Roy insisted on showing his movies. Luckily, we were saved from Roy’s jokes by games of poker, beer, dirty stories from Dirty Milton Johnson, more beer, the excitement of watching people "barf", in unison, in the bathtub, more beer. .....
BONFIRES BEHIND FAWCETT HALL
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The bon fires behind Fawcett Hall were an annual fall event in the parking lot or what was a field before the current parking lots were built. They where done as part of Freshman Orientation which was run By Beta Phi Omega not WSU. They provided an opportunity for future pledges to get to know Beta Phi Omega actives as well as each other. As it ended up more guys got to know more girls than anything else . . . . . well, like we said. ... Beta Phi Omega provides more opportunities! Also Beta Phi Omega would sponsor a bonfire before each Home Basketball Game as a form of pep Rally to support the team. Then would caravan to games at Stebbins High School where Basketball games where until the GYM was built.

As an observer, you would have noticed continued involvement of actives and pledges in the University and in the community. By the spring of 1970, Beta Phi Omega was considered the premier fraternal organization.  We were very influential in student government, the I.G.C., intramural sports, fund raising activities, and other clubs/groups around campus. John Dunlavy becomes the first Fraternity brother to get a degree from WSU with BS in Education. Our ties were strong, as were our disagreements on how things should be. The fraternity leadership carried on the policies Rich Roy had worked so hard to develop.
Greek Week, 1970, the period of time when college life became thrilling and galvanizing.   Our next years chariot was a classic.  Aluminum framed, independent suspension, designed by Klaus Weiswurm. This model would fly!  We again won both the sprint and relay races.  Mike Hanes, the fraternity’s most gifted athlete, was the overall champion of these Greek Week Olympic Games.  The Toga Party traditionally kicked off Greek Week, followed by three days of contests.  Olympic contests for 1970 were such events as: Parade laps and chariot races, cross country marathon (which started at Achilles Hill and finished at the Quadrangle), 75 and 100 yard sprints, discus throw, shot put, standing and running long jump, 880 yard distance runs for individuals and relays, a miler, weight lifting, and a tug of war.  A semi formal always concluded the events the following Saturday night with the crowning of the King and Queen of Greek Week.

Tragedy marred, and almost canceled the scheduled events.  For this was a very dark time in campuses across the nation.  The very weekend that started the 1970 Greek Week will be forever remembered for the Ohio National Guard, killing four war-protesting students at the Kent State University campus.  The entire I.G.C. convened to re-evaluate the planned festivities in lieu of the situation.  We unanimously decided to continue with the games.  The message being that although outraged by Kent State tragedy, we felt the obligation to maintain focus and provide much needed positive activities and distractions to the mind-set of a large group of WSU students.  Although some student factions took exception to our decision, the 1970 Greek Week successfully concluded both a stormy and dynamic school year.

First fraternity house
Beta Phi Omega could do no wrong.  Our increase in ranks, our involvement, and our contribution underscored that we were definitely positioned for the future.  We started to get cocky.  Talk begins about finding a fraternity house to live in off campus.  Several of the fraternities are having the same conversations, as there is still no dorm for on-campus housing. Fall brings the finding of a willing land lord to rent a house to several BPO members and 1356 Lemcke Road, Beavercreek becomes the first fraternity house; The house has its advantages for partying, but it also carried the responsibility of paying rent, fixing damaged walls, and brings on the discussion of whether the house is a fraternity house and the Fraternity should pay some money into the rent or if it's a house rented by members and the rest of the Fraternity is just allowed to visit and party there.  The house was the envy of all the fraternities around. 

Fraternity Mugs
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These Mugs become a thing to have.    Jerry Brainard mother is contracted and produces a three-quart fraternity mug that 99.9 % of the brothers have to have.  Additionally, it was decided to give the mug as the fraternity gift to our newly married brethren.  The members and spouses name and year of marriage were emblazoned in gold on the burgundy mugs. 

The first real homecoming

Not in Wright State’s official history, it was basketball season 1970/71 – it was held out behind Millet Hall, with a 50-gallon drum bonfire. Was a joint Project between Beta Phi Omega and the newly formed Wright State Alumni Association?
(1971 - 1972)
In January 1971 the Wright State University Alumni PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Photo of Commencement"Association was founded. The Constitution stated that the purpose of the Association was to foster a fellowship of individuals who share a common institutional interest and to develop a sound collegiate heritage by coordinating activities and services which contribute to the academic, cultural, and physical growth of Wright State University. The First Director of the Alumni office, which over saw the Alumni Association, was Pat Moran the first pledge Of the Fraternity. Brother Moran Ran the office for many year and relied heavily on Beta Phi Omega to build up alumni support everything from the brothers calling alumni to gather support to using the Fraternity House for association events.

University intramural all sports trophy
Intramural sports success continues for Beta Phi Omega and more sports are added to the intramural program by the school. Activities for the fraternity centered on inter-mural sports that included the pledges. The All-Sports Trophy was an award given to the Fraternity with the strongest athletic program in the University in a given year. Beta Phi omega was the Only Fraternity to win this trophy in the entire 10 years it was given out. No other group could touch us in sports.

The criteria for earning the Intermural all sports trophy was as follows:

There will be one perpetual trophy for Greek System. It will be rotated to the winning Fraternity at the last Athletic Director's Meeting of the school year. 

All league sports contests in which more than half of the league Fraternities participates will count toward winning of the trophy. 

Wright States Fraternity 

Formed IFC

The purpose of the IFC was to give the Fraternities on the WSU campus a chance to govern themselves and to pool the strengths of each chapter to advance the reputation of all Greek men on campus. IFC strives to this end by representing all the Fraternities and allowing for open dialogue among the five chapters on the WSU Campus

Brage’s Boys

Beta Phi Omega had awesome relationship with Brage Golding. The Fraternity was known as Brages Boys. We as an organization was so tight you must understand the significant influence the fraternity had on the entire population of the campus...we even kept the Security at bay because we had the negative on those bozos...Beta Phi Omega had so many rights and privileges. We were in everything and contributed to the entire health and direction of the fledgling university...much to the demise of the "also ran" fraternities and sororities...they all fought for last place.

The first Daze

May 1971 the first WSU Daze is held. The three-day party features a battle of bands, nightly film classics, helicopter rides, and a flea market. Beta Phi Omega led delivery of the party and got credit for the naming the event when a brother introduced the basic idea in a group discussing about doing something fun for the whole campus. The meeting was on the second floor of Fawcett and was a part of a University Governance Committee. The Brotherhood were key to getting the Daze going, All of the Greeks and many others were part of organizing and making this happen. It was really a big thing for the campus in general. The faculty really got into the spirit too. Bio and Chemistry Profs were sending people down from the labs to fetch beaker of beer. The moat was empty so it was used as a very ingenious trash can. Which made clean up easy, and there was a lot to clean up! Several Brothers were involved in one way or another. Either working in student govt. or helping coordinate the displays from different organizations, including the Air Force display. Which arrived in an 18-wheeler and someone instructed them to drive across the quad to set up, forgetting that the quad is built over the tunnels, nearly caused the collapse of the underground system. 

Lake Cumberland 2
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A Road Trip to remember - a Road Trip of which legends are made serious near death, night storms, Coney Bottom, teamwork, leadership. The Brothers on that boat form a special bound. This was a planned road trip for all actives. They had pre-planned map/driving meeting strategies, although they were only driving from Ohio to KY. Jerry Brainard led the charge there, as he always envisioned himself as the Papa Bear and a race car driver, complete with jacket. They were to caravan all the way there. Many of the brothers got lost even in the caravan and they pulled over several times on the road to wait for the slower cars. The Brothers bought as much beer as their caravan of cars would hold. There were about 20+ guys and they went 3-4 per car. The entire trip couldn't have been for more than 3 or 4 days as they couldn't have carried anymore beer.

 The brothers had two houseboats at Lake Cumberland. They lived on the boats the entire time. Cooked, ate, slept, drank, drank, drank and did a lot of swimming to sober up. Cumberland was big and due the beer they took, raised the water level. They were able to get out and there weren't too many other boats around. They put into small coves in the evenings, some cooked, and everyone drank beer, beer and more beer. On the 2nd or 3rd day, they ran out of drinking water and used beer for everything, cooking included, why not, it's liquid. Milt Johnson did a lot of the cooking with beer; he was the outdoorsman, sort of. Bobby Buls also drank a fair share of the beer. 
One time, they had rubber inner tubes and would tow people. They were towing Dennis Prima, who wasn't too handy with his hands. They would toss Dennis a beer, but he dropped about a six pack before they figured they were wasting the beer. Jerry, Crash and Moran mainly drove the houseboats. They started to move the boat, Prima was still fiddling trying to catch a beer thrown, and the rubber inner tube squeezed him tight as Crash decided to gun the motor. Prima nearly drowned. 

Sometime along the way, one of the motors broke, lost the cotter pin, no prop. Simple solution was to go back to the docks and repair a cotter pin. They do the opposite and tie the boats together for the duration of the trip, jumping from boat to boat at will. That part was simpler; they nearly burned up the motor completely that way, think of how much beer, 20+ Brothers could drink, 24/7, cooking and all for the time? 

The Story of Claudette –

The Dream Girl of Beta Phi Omega
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Birth of a MASCOT

It all started during a rare beer drinking session on one of those lazy, stagnate, screw-your-homework nights at the fraternity house in Beavercreek.  It was the fall of 1970.  

The fraternity House was sleeping, waiting for the Brothers to invade its walls in a couple of days, bracing to have the floor bend with throngs of partygoers.  

Tim Vest reclined in his gray cotton sweats on the couch.  He scratched himself, belched. 

Too lazy to get up and change channels, to the Brothers delight, a new show was starting.  It was Monday Night Football!  This meant they might not have to move for another 3 hours.   

Below this jovial exterior sat three lonely men.  They knew the rest of the members of Beta Phi Omega would be parking their cars along Lemcke Boulevard, and walking proudly into our home with their regular dates, making every effort not to fall into the ditch that ran along the dark road.   

They had no dates.  They dreaded the thought, but they had to attend.  Hell, they lived there! 

There was however, a glimmer of hope.  Two weeks earlier, Joe Herzog had gone on a blind date with Connie Davis who happened to be in Psyche 101 with Dave Knight, another Beta Phi man.  After meeting her on the Quad and having a nervous lunch, they skipped classes and went to see “Butch Cassidy” in a near-empty movie theater.  They had an all around great time.  The fact that she was over 21, and could legally buy Schlitz Malt Liquor, was merely salt on the pretzel.

Tim Vest asked Joe to fix Him and Ken Tisor up with some of Connie’s friends.

Actually, Joe had already been thinking about asking her to our annual October “Callin’ in the fall” Beta Phi Omega blast.  But he figured he’d be lucky if she said OK to him, let alone asking her to dig up two friends for his fraternity brothers.

As it turned out, Joe did call Connie Davis, who agreed to go with him.  Luckily, her cousin Sue was visiting from Cincinnati that weekend.  She didn’t want to leave Sue alone on Saturday night, so she gladly accepted.  Unfortunately, she had no one for Tim.

Connie should not have accepted the invitation before consulting with her cousin.  It so happened that Sue Nye had already been to a couple of Greek parties while attending the University of Cincinnati and was not too impressed with the male behavior and the testosterone levels that she had whitened.  (Little did she know what a fine upstanding group of gentlemen the Brothers could be)?

Reluctantly, Sue agreed to the fraternity party blind date with Ken, but wanted desperately to lighten things up.  About an hour before the party, the girls arrived.  Joe didn’t have a car, so they agreed to drive over.  During the drive, they plotted.  

The bell rang.  Joe opened the door.  They stood outside, silhouetted against the multicolored leaves in the front yard, giggling.  

The brothers knew something was up.

They were hiding something.  Behind their backs.  A present for Tim.

In unison, they sang out sweetly, “Hey, Tim!”

When Tim appeared in the room, they informed him that they had, in fact, come up with a date for him for the evening.  “Her name is Claudette,” they said as they revealed their secret.  They pulled out a large, stuffed gorilla from behind their backs, wearing a wig and a T-shirt inscribed “Beta Phi Omega Dream girl”.  

Rather than be pissed, Tim went with it.  He grabbed the dummy, entwined his fingers in its green and gold pom pom hair, arched forward and planted a huge Zorro kiss squarely on Claudette’s flannel lips.  The gorilla dropped breathlessly on to the floor.

As the evening progressed, the party swelled, and every man in the fraternity put their name on Claudette’s dance card.  Each brother attempted to out mug the other with clever moves and puppetry.  Claudette blush at least twice during the evening.

Connie and Sue have long since gone on and had their careers and their families, but Claudette’s affections for the Brotherhood have never faltered.  

She went on to be the fraternity Mascot. She was a great mascot, living at the House from ‘71-’72.  She was a cheerleader at most basketball games.  When Tim went into the Army in ’72, Claudette stayed with his parents in Baltimore.  When Tim came back to WSU in the fall of ’74.  She almost married a sorority TIGER.  She was kidnapped several times, but we always brought her back.  Then in the Fall of 1980, Tim entrusted her to the care of some Pledges, and he have not been seen her sense.

Married Vs Unmarried faction

The married faction is having a difficult time participating because of finances.   The unmarried faction continues to party and go on road trips.  Dennis Madden becomes our first divorced Fraternity brother. Married brothers continue leadership roles. Lou Proper is elected President (his senior year and only married President).

Fraternity newsletter is developed.

Brothers that have graduated are interested in what’s going on within the Fraternity and with their old friends.

Sigma Phi Epsilon
(Wright State Chapter) founding fathers were Beta Phi Brothers.  On October 16, 1971 Sigma Phi Epsilon came to Beta Phi Omega and asked us to become a colony. Beta Phi Omega and Sig-ep had shown some mutual interest but Beta Phi Omega wasn’t moving quickly enough. The actives were looking at their options with other groups. At some point the Sig-Ep contact announced that we were going to go Sig-Ep by such-and-such a date, or not at all. The more you get to know the original brothers, the more you'll know why this was the wrong thing to say to them. Some of the Pledges decided to join the Sig Eps anyway.  That’s why Sig Eps are called “Little Bastards” in our Fight Song.

In The Winter Of 1972 the Brothers decided that they wanted to hold an inter-fraternity/sorority party and Valentines Day seem appropriate. The Great Pumpkin Hunt was still closed to actives and their dates and not open to other Greeks. The Brothers decided on a roaring 20’s theme and named it St. Valentines Day Massacre, after the gangland shooting in Chicago during the 20’s. It was first held at the Machinist Union Hall The party was a huge success and got us lots of good will among the other Greeks and because of that the Chapter decided the following Halloween to open up the Pumpkin Hunt to other Greeks so we would have two major Greek functions a year while all the others had none. In the late 1980s Massacre was opened to the public.

Cover Bomb Scares (GOON SQUAD)

The days of the "goon squad" and all the bomb threats starting the night of the candle light vigil for Kent State continuing thru the next year. Beta played a big role in setting all that up. May 4, 1971 students came out on the Kent State campus and scores of others to protest the bombing of Cambodia-- a decision of President Nikon’s that appeared to expand the Vietnam War. Some rocks were thrown, some windows were broken, and an attempt was made to burn the ROTC building. Governor James Rhodes sent in the National Guard. The units that responded were ill trained and came right from riot duty elsewhere; they hadn't had much sleep. The first day, there was some brutality; the Guard bayoneted two men, one a disabled veteran, who had cursed or yelled at them from cars. The following day, May 4th, the Guard, commanded with an amazing lack of military judgment, marched down a hill, to a field in the middle of angry demonstrators, then back up again. Seconds before they would have passed around the corner of a large building, and out of sight of the crowd, many of the Guardsmen wheeled and fired directly into the students, hitting thirteen, killing four of them, pulling the trigger over and over, for thirteen seconds. (Count out loud--one Mississippi, two Mississippi, to see how long this is.) Guardsmen--none of whom were later punished, civilly, administratively, or criminally--admitted firing at specific unarmed targets; one man shot a demonstrator who was giving him the finger. The closest student shot was fully sixty feet away; all but one was more than 100 feet away; all but two were more than 200 feet away. One of the dead was 255 feet away; the rest were 300 to 400 feet away. The most distant student shot was more than 700 feet from the Guardsmen.

The times and attitudes were changing everywhere on college campus in the late 60’s.  WSU was still significantly a commuter college, and people just went about their own deals.  Earth Week had just been celebrated and the “grand experiment” was well underway where students were living in tents on the backside of the campus.  This was on the auspicious of celebrating Earth week but it was for more devious reason, but then that is another story

The riots had broken out at Kent State and had been forcefully put down with the loss of the 4 lives listed above.  The students at WSU were holding a peaceful candle light vigil on the quad that evening of May 4, 1970.  The president (Brage Golding) had been out talking with the students for several hours earlier that evening.  Three of us, Gary Hunt (Student President) Kent Anderson (a past pledge that didn't get into BPO, but a good friend anyway) and I went back to the President’s house about 10PM that evening to continue talking (as it was normal to do so then).  I remember Gary commenting that it would be just a matter of time, before WSU also experienced these student unrest problems, but none us could imagine how soon.

About an hour later, upon receiving the first ever bomb threat at WSU, security called the president at his house, asking what they should do.  He said: “We have no choice here; we must call in the National Guard.”  I remember thinking oh shit if the National Guard shows up on our campus with the mood of everyone we would have another disaster.  Our concern was that if someone had really planted a bomb in one of only 4 buildings at the time (those surrounding the Quad).  It could be disastrous if it went off with several hundred students spending the night on the Quad.  We discussed the merits of evacuating the Quad, but also thought that considering the prevailing attitudes that too would be troublesome!  A plan was hatched to contact the leaders of the IGC (Inter-Greek-Council) and have the head of each group begin a call list asking for volunteers.  And so it began, in a matter of 2 hours we had rounded up almost 100 students. 

These students were then briefed with as much information as we had and sent to “look” in very specific places, we knew that if someone had hidden a bomb that we would never have found it, so our hopes were to look for the obvious and hope it was a hoax!  After a 2-hour search of all classrooms, labs, tunnels, lecture halls, etc. nothing was found.  Everyone was wired and tired at the same time.  The night passed in quiet memory to those fallen students and a potential crisis was averted.

The next week the nonsense began in earnest, every couple of days the University would get a new threat, a system a bells was devised to inform the campus that a threat had been received and that students should evacuate the buildings.  Memos had been circulated to staff that student volunteers would search the building.  When the bells would sound the warning the volunteers would go to a predetermined meeting point, there they were provided with the specific information of the day, and sent out on their appointed rounds. (How naive we all were).  After the cursory search and all searches returning an “All Clear” would be sounded which signified that it was OK to go back to class.  After some weeks of this students and staff both grew weary of it, and more often than not the better part of the class would just not leave, students that left were not counted absent and work was allowed to be made up.  Staff was notified that the student volunteers (AKA the Goon Squad) would be leaving to go search and they were to be afforded every opportunity to make up work missed.

Some nights were spent sleeping at the president’s house while the campus was on this heightened alert status, some of us had walkie-talkies to be in contact with either the President’s office or with security.  To think about this now in today’s society, it could never happen again as it did then…those are times gone by.

WSU continues to grow.  Dorm is opened for 300 students.  Student Union is added on to.  Basketball becomes the second sport for WSU to compete in with other schools, with games at Stebbins HS. 

As fall begins, the fraternity is in a bit of decline.  The brothers are in fighting over the need for a fraternity house.  Fall saw the major coup of getting out of the lease for the house in Beavercreek, but the brothers want another one.  Problems blamed on landlord and high rent because it “was a bunch of college kids”. Social activists continue.  

It was during this year that one of WSU’s early customs came to a close, it was the custom at the time for all incoming freshmen to meet with Brage Golding, the university’s first President.  He would meet with groups of 40-50. These audiences would last about an hour, while Dr. Golding talked about his Great University. This would be the last year though.  In 1967-68 total enrollment had been a bit over 4,000.  After the Class of 72, enrolled that fall of 68, total enrollment would top 8,000.

Upsurge in fraternity

With becoming a colony of Pi Kappa Alpha. there were certain goals had to be met. To become a full chapter These goals were in terms of money, membership numbers, learning PIKE history, etc. Since the fraternity made the commitment we worked hard to meet the goals.

(1972 - 1973)
Nationalization the Pike Years

National organizations from all over the country started coming to colleges and taking over local fraternities and sororities. The fraternities at WSU that developed where also are being taken over by national organizations. Beta Phi Omega was approached several times to switch from their current, local organization to a new, national organization, in turn becoming a totally different Greek organization. The fraternity members listened to the offer but refused, claiming that the organization was born at WSU and it would die there too. Eventually, due to the increasing number of new national organizations on campus, new member numbers started to drop. People were still being initiated, but the numbers weren't as high as in past years.

A Regional fraternity Sigma Tau Gamma referred us to Many National Fraternities including Pi Kappa Phi 10/26/71 Phi Mu Delta 3/29/71 eventually contact is made with Pi Kappa Alpha. The brothers visited the local chapter at Miami U and partied, they partied the way we like to party. Some will say we stole their fire engine at that party, we did not, The Brothers do remember climbing all the truck though, and it was parked in the yard of the pike house. The PIKE house was identical to house in "Animal House", the John Belushi movie. The Pike’s at Miami took us in and liked us and we liked them, for the most part we did. We also visited the Pike’s at Wittenberg. Result was the same, good partygoers; we would fit like a glove. On December 1 1973 Beta phi Omega became an official Colony of Pi Kappa Alpha
Upsurge in fraternity

With becoming a colony of Pi Kappa Alpha, There were certain goals had to be met. To become a full chapter these goals were in terms of money, membership numbers, learning PIKE history, etc. Since the fraternity made the commitment we worked hard to meet the goals.
(1973 - 1974)

April 4 1974 the Xenia tornado was part of a Super Outbreak, when 148 twisters swept across several states, killing 335 people in a 16-hour period on April 3-4. It still ranks as one of the largest disasters in American history.

The F-5 tornado tore through the heart of town, killing 33 people and injuring more than 1,300 others. It bulldozed a path more than a half-mile wide, destroying or damaging more than 1,400 buildings, including 1,200 homes, dozens of businesses, 10 churches and several schools. By the time it lifted into the sky near Cedarville, it left behind more than $100 million of damage in Greene County.

WSU Students organize a drive to raise funds and gather food, clothing, and blankets for victims of the tornado. More than $3,000 and 69 vanloads of goods are collected. Beta Phi Omega led the Greek and student organization in general in support of this endeavor.

With the Chapter becoming a colony of Pike there was a major reorganization of Fraternity. This saw a major decline of older brothers and alumni who saw their 1st loyalty to Beta Phi Omega not Pi Kappa Alpha. The Pike Years saw the first of the young leaders. For the first Time the Fraternity was on its own without direct founder direction. This rift between the active chapter and the alumni would be a hot topic for the entire time the chapter was part of Pike. The National wanted the chapter to adapt to their way of doing things while the brotherhood wanted to remain loyal to the Founders vision.

A milestone of significance was reached with the induction of the 100th member.

Mini Bike races in the tunnels AKA pike Bike Race
The race is a multi-lapped tricycle race around the tunnels. It was inspired by a common fraternity prank that required pledges to transport themselves around campus on the children's conveyance mechanism. The Chapter put on local races between all the Greek on campus and helped raised a lot of money for MDAA. It was part of a national Effort that resulted in raising 68,000 Dollars that was donated to MDAA on September 3, 1973
(1974 - 1975) 

Little Sister Group
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The Little Sister Group was founded February 12, 1975. They ran almost completely separate from the brothers, in that they had their own officers: pres., VP, treasurer and secretary. They went to all the brothers’ functions except for the ritual and meetings. The little sister pledges had to be voted on by both the sisters and the brothers and the brothers could blackball a Little Sister pledge with just 3 black balls. A new pledge had a big brother and a big sister and the brother’s pretty much ran the Little Sister Ritual. Pledges had to learn basic stuff like the Greek alphabet and fraternity information. They sold Val grams for Valentine's Day and helped with all the fund-raisers. They had dues and a large portion went to the fraternity. The little sister organization was a mutually beneficial undertaking.
(1975 - 1976)
WSU 10th Anniversary Ball
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There can be no doubt that the 10th Anniversary WSU Ball Sponsor by Beta Phi Omega was an enormous success. On Friday September 21 the campus saw the venerable halls of the UC graced by a unique event, a Gala Ball to commence the first ten years of the university. Students and faulty gathered and were treated to a fine selection of food and drinks thanks to Beta Phi Omega. The Chapter even came up with one of the most inventive advertising gimmicks they charged Guys $1.50 Girls with halter-tops 1.00 and Girls with cellophane Halter-Tops where free. The place was packed. They had to turn away some of the guys who showed up

The End of Pike (Pi Kappa Alpha)

One goal two parts: Do what needs to be done with Pi Kappa Alpha, & don’t destroy the fraternity doing it!  The Local Chapter and the national Office came to a major road block. When the chapter became a colony there had been an agreement between the two groups. Mainly that the local chapter would keep alive it’s local history and traditions, still be known as barflies and all that had passed the wine would be consider both Pike alumni and Beta Phi  Alumni. It seems the Pike Official who made this agreement did not have the authority to make it. The national Office would not recognize as alumni any Brother who had not been in the chapter before it received colony Status. Basically they wanted the chapter to turn their back on the very men who had founded the order. It all came to a head in a very strange meeting, after manly hours of heated discussion between the Chapter and the Officials from the national office Chapter President Tim Vest stood up and asked point blank, that if anything would make the national recognize the Beta Phi alumni as pike Alumni. The answer was no. Brother Vest had a knife with him that night. He cut his Pike Letter off his shirt and passed the knife around to the entire brother at the meeting did the same. He asked one last time to recognize the alumni the Pike Official said no, Brother Vest then took his letters walked calmly up the front tossed them on the table in front of the Official and stated that he would prefer to be a GDI than turn his back on the Alumni. He then stated to the chapter, I am reforming Beta Phi Omega who is with me. Every last brother calmly walked up placed their Pike letters in a pile and walked out. Kind of like the court room scene in Animal House. The first thing Brother Vest did was sit down with the brothers who had been in the chapter before it became a colony, and recreate the Original Constitution.  Since they had just walked out of the Pike meeting. The only thing they had was some 3 X 5 index cards.  Within an hour they had completely rewrote the Constitution. They then walked it over to office that oversaw the student organizations. Handed in their Constitution and became Beta Phi Omega once again. The chapter formally withdrew from National on October 6, 1975 to become a local fraternity again. The active membership was already well known on campus as Beta Phis, all alumni from the pike Chapter received the option of full recognition from the "new" fraternity or alumni status as a Pike. All alumni to the last man picked to be recognized as Beta Phi Alumni Not a one picked Pike. Hence we became Beta Phi Omega Once again. The spilt was not a negative one with the national office as a matter of fact Pike forgave Chapter debt so that Beta Phi Omega could get a fresh start.
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2nd Founding (Beta Phi is back)

The Brotherhood return home to Beta Phi Omega October 6, 1975 We return home not to rest but to mend fences T Paul Vest 1st president of Beta Phi Omega Reborn Following this incident, we reorganized and adopted our old Beta Phi Omega letters once again, reforming as a local fraternity which set out in an attempt to secure a return to full recognition and the enormous strength within the Greek system we had recently enjoyed. On November 1, 1975, Beta Phi Omega received official recognition by Wright State. The chapter experienced rejuvenation as their focus turned from a 'national' to themselves and their local chapter.
Incorporation

Brother Vest saw that he needed to reconnect the Chapter with Their Local Roots and create a strong sense of self worth for the chapter. He decided one of the best 1st steps would be for the fraternity to secure "Articles of Incorporation" to protect the fraternity's name and existence. Accordingly, Beta Phi Omega became legally registered in the State of Ohio on February 19, 1976

(1976 - 1977)
Inter-Greek Counsel

Beta Phi Omega was instrumental in the formation of WSU first Greek Council. The Council was set up by Beta Phi Omega and the Presidents of the other Greek organizations that had been founded as a way to improve communication and dialogue between them. The Council was not set up as a legislative or dictatorial body but as a forum for discussion.

Tim Vest was awarded Greek man of the year 1976 By the IFC for his tireless effort to rebuild Beta Phi Omega. They saw what all the Brothers knew that if not for Brother Vest the Fraternity would have been any more. That he had single-handed pulled the Fraternity back from the abyss. It takes a special kind of Brother to carry that much weight on his shoulders.

Brother Vest came up with a very simple advertising Campaign to help rebuild the Fraternity. Beta Phi Omega is Back Advertising Campaign it was aimed at reintroducing WSU to Beta Phi Omega and the break with Pike. To let everyone from the university president to the newest freshman that Beta Phi was back and in charge. As an observer you couldn’t go anywhere with out seeing the see. If you read the Paper it was there. Before long everyone forgot all about Pike.

The chapter made such a good impression with the campaign that Beta Phi Omega was the only WSU Fraternity invited to participate in chartering festivities Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity on January 21 1976.

The Mystery of the Lost Charter
[image: image17.jpg]



The Charter was very important to (re)establishing the Beta Phi identity/independence after the split with the Pikes and for a few years afterwards. Obviously the signing was symbolic of our break from Phi Kappa Alpha. Off and on during that period there was discussion about starting another chapter at a close by school but that idea never really developed. If it had, a charter would be necessary."Refounding Ceremony" was more of a late night meeting and we signed the document at the end. This Charter was then used to advise/announce our decision. The "Lost Charter" was a huge deal it was a sign to us that we were returning to our local status and making the split from Pikes. It reestablished our commitment to each other after the Pikes debacle. We meant more to each other after all we had gone through.
(1977 - 1978)
Vests betrayal

After Brother Vest Went Alumni many Brother wanted him to become an advisor to the chapter kind of like an elder statesman attend the meeting give his wisdom to the Chapter. The next President who Vest had trained turned his back on Vest and kicked him out of the meeting saying that did not need any of his old ideas. The chapter learned a lesson or two about the corrupting power, of power. Screwing over a brother seemed an OK idea at the time to the new President It was not. The chapter backed Brother Vest not the new President. Brother vest decided it was in the chapter best interest to step aside, and let it sink or swim on its own without him. The last thing he wanted was a civil war.  The chapter did not feel the same way. 
(1978 - 1979)

In the years that followed, the chapter began to grow in size and stature on campus. There were few years that we didn't rank first in scholastic rating. We were also very competitive in intramural and Greek week.

(1979 - 1980) 

A milestone of significance was reached with the induction of the 200th member
(1980 - 1981)

Beta Chapter

Beta Phi Omega Created the Phi Omega Phi Fraternity at the University of Louisville it was started October 18, 1980 with hopes of it becoming the Beta Chapter of Beta Phi Omega. The main founding father of Phi Omega Phi was Steven Vest Younger Brother of Tim Vest. In the fall of 1980 Steven Vest became interested in starting a fraternity at the University of Louisville. At the time there were several fraternities on campus. Steven decided to create a new fraternity because the ones currently active did not meet his needs. Steven was interested in starting a unique fraternity. Having grown up on exploits of the Brotherhood. Steven contacted Tim and asked for His help in establishing an organization. After much discussion Steven and Tim came to the conclusion that Beta Phi Omega was the type of organization that Steven was trying to start, so it made since to create not a brand new fraternity but to export the ideals of Beta Phi Omega to the University of Louisville. Tim contracted the chapter and made the arrangement to start exporting Beta Phi Omega to University of Louisville.  Due to the long distance between the two chapters it was decided that the two groups would operate as semi-independent groups with Tim as a liaison between them. The first thing the Brotherhood helped Phi Omega Phi draft their original by-laws and offered tips on becoming a recognized student organization.  

In November 1982 Phi Omega Phi became a colony of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity because the University of Louisville discouraged local fraternities--and threatened to no longer recognize them. In November of 1983 Phi Omega Phi became the Mu-Eta Chapter of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity, but still acknowledges their bonds to Beta Phi Omega and on campus the Kappa Sigs are known as "the Raiders"--a tribute to Wright State University and Beta Phi Omega. 

Numerous Beta Phi Omega brothers have played in the annual Kappa Sigma Open golf tournament. There where many road trip between the two chapters but the most memorable was a basketball game between University of Louisville and WSU in 1982 when the entire Beta Phi Omega chapter came to Louisville. It was the stuff of legends and was a fitting way to say good bye to the Beta Chapter.

The tow truck arrives. At the drop off point our heroes decide to push the car the half block to the place they had borrowed the car from. Did I mention it was UPHILL? It was later determined that the pistons had seized in the 280z. The trudge across town was memorable. Our heroes had a gym bag full of electronic devices and not a receipt on them. That would have been a tough one to explain our heroes crossed last -- dead last. Into the party and greeted at the door by a brother who bursts out laughing at them. And then the actives get a chuckle out of the story. Our heroes crossed the finish line at 12:10AM. Time for a beer and then beddy bye time.

Curtis Depuy 1st pledge to not attend WSU

In the history of Beta Phi Omega Curtis Depuy was the only pledge to never attend WSU and spend entire 4 years at another University. To properly tell this story, we need to go back several years prior to Curtis attending college. Curtis had attended High School with quite a few of the brothers.

They all graduated in 1980. Curtis Friends went to WSU and were commuters. Curtis went to Wittenberg and was a commuter. They still wanted to hang out together on weekends, but their social calendars didn't mesh too well.   Curtis’s Friends decided to pledge The Fraternity. They asked the actives about an off-campus pledge. The actives said yes. Curtis to this day maintains the belief that membership was low and "they needed the dues". At any rate he was accepted as a pledge.

Curtis’s parents were dead set against him joining a fraternity, so this was all done without their knowledge. Try explaining a shirt with Greek letters on it to your parents. What really went in his favor at the time was no one had ever pledged a frat at another school, so his parents knew Beta Phi Omega was at WSU and thought he was just hanging out with his High School friends. He did not tell them until he graduated about being in a Fraternity. 

We grew to the largest Greek organization on campus. Beta Phi was everywhere, the head of the inter club council was a Beta Phi, the student government chairman was a Beta Phi, we had a Beta Phi on every major committee on campus. We were everywhere and everyone knew the Beta Phis. This was the time when we first started embracing the alumni, and started working with them. We had the first real reunion with the alumni, (15th), and with them started the scholarship.

 We got back in the charity game. Brought back the row-a-thon, As far as the row-a-thon it was all a matter of numbers. When the frat was small things get left out and when we have the people things are brought back.  Ran a fun run, (ok that was not our finest hour, but we tried) The fun run was a joint effort with the Zetas. We had door prizes, awards, a course around the campus, people to work the run but, we had no runners. The day we scheduled the run there were 3 other well established runs going on. We didn’t know. We only had about 5-6 runners. We gave them lots of prizes, gave the rest to those who worked it, and had a good time with the Zetas.
(1981 - 1982)

The kings island trips

It was eight in the morning, the lot was clear. The crowd of the Brothers began to pour in, each in their car, and asleep in their stare. 

The roads in Kings Island were closed and bare, awaiting the crowded inpatient fear. The lights were not on, the rides did not move, but the stands were ready for the Brotherhood. 

Back at Wright State the crew was all there, the members were ready, but only for beer. The trip was short the day was Clear end the Brothers said, Kings Island we're here The beast was torturous, and it knew its prey. 

The day vas now over and we knew our goal. To reach the tower and look at the view. The fireworks ended and all was through, our money was spent.

On the way home the bus broke down in front of the Highway Patrol Post on SR 48 outside of Lebanon. Forty drunks, 1:00am, Frisbees in the post front lawn, one pissed off OSP Dispatcher, and the old trooper that just shook his head in disbelief. The trooper was just happy the driver was sober. We'd cut the driver off about 5:00pm. He put on a hell of a sobriety act. Of course talking to a trooper with your job in the balance will straighten you out. Of course the little sisters in their hot pants & tank top didn't hurt with the trooper.
 (1982 - 1983) 

The Lounge

In the early 80’s you would see Maroon and gold coats, everywhere you went, in at least one class during the week, and always in the lounge, There just seemed to be so many of them, and they ALWAYS looked like they were having a good time., there was always a Beta Phi Omega banner hanging from the Allyn Hall lounge, facing into the quad.
You couldn't stereotype us back then. We were the group that everyone on campus could join...and they did. Our active brotherhood consisted of jocks, preppies, hippies, heavy drinkers, social drinkers, non-drinkers, druggies, nerds, brains, idiots, blacks, whites, old guys, young guys and even a few homosexuals. And our Lil' Sis' organization was as big or bigger than any of the sororities on campus. The guys thought of our little sisters as part of the fraternity and not just an auxiliary. How's that for diversity!?
Quad Preacher

Oh the memories. Sure as dandelions sprouted every spring...the iterate preachers would hit the quad. It was wonderful free entertainment. You'd hit the drive thru and make a day of it. There were two of them, but one was only the warm-up act. But the main man was Rev. Jed Smock. He always wore a red baseball cap and a trench coat. He looked like a pervert. You always knew it was spring when the Quad preachers showed up. Many generations of Brothers have had run ins with him. 

The general sermon seemed to be that college students were all damned. The male student due to his drunken degeneracy, regardless of weather he drank, or degenerated. The women though, all Hell bound as all were Harlots, every one of them, or at least according to the good reverend. 

There was one particularly warm spring day in the early 80's. Rev. Jed had been going on for a couple hours. Long enough for the brothers to run to the carry out and get a couple of twelve packs. Jed had been ranting for a couple of hours straight. He had to be parched from such a long diatribe. One of the brothers, being the charitable soul that he is, walked up to Jed opened a beer and went to hand it to him. Jed smacked the can of beer from his hand and it spilled all over the concrete. Tears began to form in his eyes as he witnessed this most blatant example of deliberate alcohol abuse he'd ever seen. He fell to his knees next to the emptying can, pointing at Jed and screaming, "He killed it! It was a poor defenseless can of beer and he killed it!" At that point a number of the brothers joined him on their knees, folded their hands and prayed for the fallen beer. Jed called them a bunch of heathens. Well...he got that right.

On another occasion, Jed commented that he didn't know how the prostitutes of Dayton made any money, with the sorority girls of Wright State giving it away for free. Since the brothers didn't know who the sorority girls in question were, they started a chant...."Give us names! Give us names!!!...." Jed never did dish on that issue.

Many people will tell you the Brothers threw him in the moat, well pushed was more like it. No one throw him in the moat. Several of brothers got up and walked towards him. They just didn't stop until they had reached the moat. We NEVER touched him. Yes Jed left his mark on all of us. And that was after he went after us as ungodly examples of heathenism. Which at first the chapter played up and later got fed up with. It was one of the row-a-thons we did and our tents were up. At one point some of the brothers took their girlfriends/strangers into the tents and got loud.  

As a result, WSU will only allow quad preachers to preach from the corner by Millet and Faucet. The event sparked such temptation for others to do the same that WSU thought it would be safer to put the preachers there to avoid further involuntary baptisms. 

15th Year reunion

The 15th Reunion was held the weekend of September 25 1982 at Antioch temple. The Major Milestone of the reunion was the formation of the Scholarship fund. The fund today consists of two parts. The endowment part or principle can never be touched and is what earns interest. Of the interest earned...5% goes into the award part. This is the money that can be awarded for scholarships. Any interest earned above the 5% goes into the principle fund.


All donations go into the principle part unless designated to be put into the award part.  At the time of the 50th reunion the Principle part had $26,000.
The account is credited with the earned interest the first week of July each year. Anyone wishing to apply for the scholarship should go to the Financial Aid office and get an application. Be sure to mark on the application that this is for the Beta Phi Omega Scholarship. The time to apply for the scholarship is between January 1st and March 1st. The scholarships will be awarded the following school year starting in the fall.  The University will then check the applicant’s records to see if the award will affect any other scholarships and then forward this information to the Scholarship Fund Committee for approval.  The Scholarship Fund Committee will then ask the active chapter to verify that the applicant is an active member and will be attending Wright State in the Fall. The Committee will then review the application and forward the results to the Financial Aid office. The Financial Aid office will then notify the applicant of the Committee's decision.

Dr. Paige E. Mulhollan becomes the university's third president

His ceremony was more of a coronation than anything was.  The Guardian printed a crown for students to wear. The university was beginning to crack down on campus organizations in a lot of new ways. Trying to change their image etc. the students were upset with all the hoopla and the amount of money being spent. DR Mulhollan would ignore the close relation the Greek had always had with the university. He became extremely anti Greek and set about trying to destroy all that had built before him. 

It was almost as if BPO was Wright State for the brothers that graduated in the 80's, they don't consider themselves a Wright State Alumni, and they consider themselves a Beta Phi Alumni.

The New policy that the school was anti Greek that Dr. Mulhollan put in place would have long reaching effect on the future of the fraternity.

This time period was not as kind to the rest of the WSU local Greek Community, in 1987 the AXE Sorority disbanded, thus making BPO the last Local at WSU
(1986 - 1987) 

20th reunion
Almost killed the active chapter because no one went to rush events. Our induction interfered with the social events at Wright State, thereby, severely impairing the opportunity to capture pledge market share in the fall in 1987.

(1987 - 1988)
1989 marked the beginning of the darkest period of Beta Phi Omega’s history.  The fraternity had decent numbers following the non-traditional pledge class, in the Fall of 1988.  Spring of 1989 marked the end of the old school of Beta Phi Omega and the rebirth of the fraternity using the Founding Fathers visions.  This fateful Spring was assumed to be a high point with the fraternity although soon tragedy would strike. After two strong rushes tragedy struck the fraternity.  June of 1989, Ronnie Conn, newly active brother of Alpha Kappa Pledge Class went out with some of his non fraternity friends to celebrate the end of the school year.  This evening he suffered a massive heart attack and passed into Chapter Eternal.  Brother Ron’s untimely death shook the fraternity to its very foundation.  The brotherhood became extremely distraught.  The new Brothers first activity in the fraternity was to put their pledge brother to rest.  This situation became even worse when a rival fraternity started spreading rumors Ron was dead because of a hazing incident.  Within four months of Ron’s death, all the upper-class men went inactive leaving only freshman and a few sophomores to run the group.  None of whom had the slightest idea how to run a fraternity.  Beta Phi started its slide into a dark abyss.  The group was in shambles without leadership or direction.  The Brothers were only interested in having a good time with no thoughts for the future.  The fraternity withdrew into itself, not participating in any Greek events and stopped working for UCP.  The Fall of 1989 only saw two new brothers cross over; both were friends of active brothers.  More brothers continued to go inactive and graduate.  The group was losing more members than it was recruiting.  There was no organized rush at all that year.


This situation continued through the Fall of 1990.  Only five new brothers crossed over, they were upper-class friends of brothers.  The undergrad membership dropped below ten brothers.  We were continuing to lose more brothers than we initiating.  


The Fall of 1991 the fraternity hit rock bottom.  It failed to rush even one new brother for the Quarter.  The fraternity was at less than five active brothers in December.  The President called a special meeting to discuss the disgraceful shape the group was in.  At this meeting, a motion was made to disband the fraternity.  This motion brought the fraternity to the edge of extinction.  The discussion that fateful night awakened a brother to the condition the group was in.  This evening the group recessed and decided to come back in one week to make the final decision.  


Brother Mark Cooper was deeply troubled by what was discussed that night.  He went home and called Alumni David Krueger.  Brother Cooper went over to Brother Krueger’s house that evening and discussed how far the group had fallen in such a short amount of time.  Brother Krueger told Mark the fraternity had been in ashes before, and was reborn.  Apply a little bit of hard work and this could be achieved again.  This is why the effort to rebuild the fraternity was nicknamed the phoenix project.  This discussion installed a new sense of brotherhood in Mark, and made him determined to save the fraternity no matter what.  During the next week’s meeting the discussion of disbanding the group started, Mark pleaded with the brothers to reconsider their motion.  He then told them he would do what ever he could to save the fraternity before he would let the flame of brotherhood die on his watch.  At this meeting, Mark discovered the philosophy, “You do not inherit the fraternity from the brothers who have come before you, but you will borrow it for a very brief time from the future brothers who will follow you.  The argument worked, the motion was voted down by all the brothers, and the group pulled away from the dark abyss.  Mark started to emerge himself in the fraternity’s traditions and history.  He wore many hats as he worked to rebuild Beta Phi to the powerhouse it once was and would become again.  The other Greeks refereed him as the last Beta Phi.  They all assumed when Mark was gone, Beta Phi Omega would cease to exist.  Everyone told him he was tackling an impossible task and should quit.  


The school was also against rebuilding of the fraternity.   They saw Beta Phi as a loose cannon that didn’t have any support or guidance.  Wright State University formed a Greek Review Task Force whose mission was reorganizing the Greek System.  It made many recommendations to the University Administration, mostly good, but some were distinctively aimed at ending the last local fraternity at Wright State.  The Administration even went as far as to outlaw all local groups.  This effort was trying to force us to join a National Fraternity or fold.  This negativity from the University made Mark even determined to enhance the fraternity.  He started many projects reshaping the fraternity to the group it is today.  He documented the Fraternity rituals and reworked everything from the Pledging Program to the Office of the President, most importantly recruitment.  The remainder of this school year he recruited a few good men and convinced some brothers who  had went inactive to reactivate, help with the improvements and form a new solid core group to build upon.

The third founding

The fall of 1992, there was a lot of pressure for the group to produce. The Alumni were holding a Silver Anniversary celebration.  They needed a great rush to show the Alumni there was life in the active chapter.   During this period, the first wave of reforms to our recruitment process were administrated.  The Fraternity initiated a formal bid process and crossed over to a dry rush.  This was a huge success in the screening process.  The Fraternity was able to Rush 5 good future members who would become the core group and the Fraternity’s salvation.  The turning point was the 25th Reunion when Alumni asked Mark to give a speech about the active chapter’s progress.  This speech has become known as the third founding.  The Alumni were unaware of the chapters falling.  A very passionate speech was given about how quickly the group had destroyed itself and the initiative put in place over the last year, also the pressure the school was applying for the group to disband.  That nights motivating speech motivated the Alumni to form an AD HOC committee with the sole purpose to save the fraternity.  It intervened as the actives representative for the University and forced Wright States Administration to stop harassing the active chapter.  When the University saw the volume of support from the chapter Alumni many of whom donated large sums to the school, the school reversed their actions and changed their outlook of the chapter.  They backed away from every attempt of harming the chapter.  The only attempt they did not back down upon was on outlawing locals, but of course Beta Phi was given a Grandfather clause to heal any bad feelings.


Winter of 1993 with the newly formed alliance between the under grads and the alumni the chapter decided it was time to start the road to recovery.  They decided a good starting point was the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.  The chapter spent an entire quarter planning for it.  Everything looked great as the day approached, but on the day of the dance Dayton was hit with a massive snow storm.  The storm stopped early, but the damage was done.  The chapter decided to go ahead with the dance anyway.  80 guests were able to make it out to Broached Park and Hall, but we needed 300 guests just to break even.  The chapter lost a ton of money, but made a lot of good will with the other Greeks.  This is something much more important than money.


After the financial strain from Massacre, the chapter needed a new fund-raiser to raise funds for Fall Rush.  This would be the most important quarter in years.  The chapter decided to hold another dance right before finals, Spring Bash.  This worked great; they made enough money to pay for a massive marketing program for Fall Rush and Pumpkin Hunt.


The chapter hit the campus with a gigantic storm.  It had a solid enthused core group with massive Alumni guidance and support.  There was plenty of money to advertise and manpower to run a successful rush program.  Beta Phi Omega was a winning team, no longer a one man’s struggle.  Our Brothers were had the determination to succeed and give the Fraternity restoration.  A group of brothers rented a house on East Fifth Street and this became the “Fifth Street” fraternity house.  The Fifth St. House became the focal point for the chapter.  The determination continued as the brothers promoted Beta Phi Omega.  You couldn’t go too many places without BPO painted or promoted across campus.  It was either a rush sign, ads for the 25th annual Great Pumpkin Hunt or brothers the group to everyone they met.


The alumni also helped organized and pay for a continuos PR and rush programs.  Beta Phi Omega was again the talk of campus.  The new rush program was the first of this nature, which hadn’t been seen before on the campus.  This worked beyond anyone’s wildest dreams.  Beta Phi bided 13 men and turned away over 20 who wanted to join.   We did the impossible.  We saved the group.  We were on top of the world again.

The Fall’s pledge class Alpha Pi would become the “Heart and Soul” of the Fraternity.  It was the first be established since the reforms.  The addition of this pledge class and the reforms gave Beta Phi back what the founders had envisioned.  The brothers were so happy they decided to celebrate by giving the Pumpkin Hunt of all time.  The Brothers rented the Lions Den in Fairborn (a two story dance hall) a put the full measure of the New Fraternity behind it.  It was the best one in years.

By the beginning of Spring Quarter 1994, Beta Phi was in spectacular shape, what had seemed impossible is now a reality.  The AD HOC committee decided its work had been accomplished and to step down.  The chapter was greatly disturbed; they saw that if it was not for the outpouring of Alumni support the recovering would have never occurred.  The Chapter decided to add a permanent Alumni oversight group to the Beta Phi Omega organizational structure.  This was when the Board of Directors was formed.  The actives wanted a group that would care for the group, provided support, administrate all of the long term planning for the future fraternity, guide the chapter so to never fall to the levels it had in the last few years.  The chapter asked one final request of Mark Cooper before he graduated and passed on the torch.  He was asked to bring 10-15 Alumni to form the Board.  After weeks of research, Mark gave the chapter the list.  They agreed to the suggested list.  But one name was missing that Mark had completely overlooked in his list.......his!!

Up to this time the history of the fraternity, marked only by its five-year reunions and the survival of the Alpha Chapter had been merely a routine record of slow, steady growth in numbers, and fraternity consciousness.  The advantage of Alumni Oversight had for some time been apparent, and the prospects of comparatively rapid growth, its need was even more obvious.  So On June 13, 1994 at 7:30 PM in 155 B&C University Center of Wright State University, The first meeting of the Board of Directors was held. This meeting became one of the significant turning points in the history of the fraternity. This meeting ushered in what many consider a golden age for the Fraternity. As has been typical of Beta Phi Omega throughout its history, the Board did not waver but pressed forward toward their goal to build Beta Phi Omega into a strong fraternity. On July 11, 1994 the BOD held its second meeting and elected David Krueger Elected interim Chairman. At this time the BOD Decides to focus on long term Goals, new Constitution & Laws, housing, Scholarship, 5 Year Reunion, Risk Management, University Relations, Alumni Correspondence, and Scholarship. By working on these areas it was determined that the active chapter could work on short term goals with out worrying about reinventing the wheel every time a new set of officer where elected. With this change, the affairs of the fraternity became better coordinated, a new consciousness evolved, a centralized administration organization developed, and Beta Phi Omega began to assume an importance and secure recognition. The BOD decided that its first order of business was to set up a Scholarship fund at the university, for the use of the Chapter. By setting it up through the Wright State Alumni Office, Beta Phi alumni could designate that the moneys they donated to the university go to the Beta Phi Omega scholarship fund. The BOD endowed the fund to protect the principle, so that only interest earned on fund would be given as scholarship to undergraduates thereby making sure the scholarship would be there for future fraternity Generations.

 (1994 - 1995)

The Board ordered a revision of the constitution which was ratified on May 11th. On June 8, 1st elections David Krueger elected 1st Chairman Provided for inspection of the chapter, created the very important Ritual Committee, created the system of traditions, This period also brought about the accretion of a body of laws and traditions, a general welding together of its membership into a homogenous fellowship. On October 18, The BOD created the 30-Year Reunion Sub Committee.

The fraternity was doing well and was incredibly exciting to be a part of this organization.  The undergrad Chapter was getting better grades and more pledges than the national organizations and having more fun doing it.

The Undergrad Chapter began doing more things for our adopted philanthropy, United Cerebral Palsy.  They have attended the annual Star-A-Thon three years in a row.  It is a tradition that continues to this day because the guys are having fun answering the phones and it really helps a good cause. The young Brothers went to Chi-Chis and were hammered and then had to go to the telethon. They were drinking those 1800 quervo margaritas. The Fraternity ended up not having to work at the telethon that night because there were already too many organizations that had showed up. It was a good thing because as we were standing in the hallway of the Channel 2 building and they could not see straight or stand up. The chapter was given the coveted Certificate of outstanding volunteerism by Dr Harley flack on 4/20 
  

 The Fall Beta Phi Omega had an excellent rush netting 11 outstanding students, seven of which made it through hell night to active status.  The brothers had high hopes and goals for these men and are quite confident in their abilities to establish themselves as part of Wright States’ oldest Greek tradition.   

Dr. Harley E. Flack becomes Wright State's fourth president.

During Brother Krueger, tenure extensive revision of the national constitution and bylaws was successfully completed. This long-needed overhaul of the basic laws of the fraternity was officially approved and adopted September 21 1994, the vote was held on Founders day for symbolic reasons. To show a heritage to the original founders even as the Grand Fraternity Evolved in to much more than they could have ever imaged.

(1995 - 1996)

UCP Telethon

The active Chapters first major event of the New Year was our involvement with UCP telethon, which was held on the night of January 21.  We volunteered our time by answering phones for the telethon by donating 2 hours of our time throughout the night.  Not only did we help a charitable cause but also we had fun while doing so.

Jon Kuhn’s Alpha Sigma 94 was elected IFC Rush Chair for the next year.  This was the second year in a row that the chapter has controlled this important position.  Last Year Brian Swinderman was the Rush Chair. Jon hoped not only to increase the size of Beta Phi Omega but also the overall size of the Fraternity system at WSU

(1996 - 1997)

On January 25, The BOD obtained Got Tax Id Numbers for both the BOD & BPOAA. On March 20 Brother Cooper unveiled the much anticipated all Fraternity Family Tree That he had working on since he created the Alumni Database two years earlier. He found that all current family lines descended from Founder Crawford. Then the BOD Formed a University Relations Committee in an attempt to improve the relationship between the university and the fraternity. On March 21; Alumni Relations Committee was Formed Reunion made a sub part of it.

One of Highest point for the Undergrad Chapter in the would be the rush of AX' in fall quarter of 96. They really turned the fraternity into the greatest show on earth. We had active 70+ members, everyone wanted the Beta Phi fame. The Fraternity was realizing the vision that Brother Cooper had for it and everything he had worked so hard for...

On October 24, the BPO list serve was started. On November 21, Brother Cooper was Elected Chair. Then the BPOAA was formed (

(1997 - 1998)

30th reunion

Once again another five years has come and gone, and again, a successful reunion was been held by Beta Phi Omega.  This reunion, more than any other in recent memory, had its share of hi-lights, and of course, a few low-lights.  

As usual, we started out on Thursday night with a welcoming in reception.   This year’s Friday golf outing was held at Woodland Golf Course, way out in BFE (Urbana for those of you who were not there).

The banquet was the absolute hi-lite of the weekend for everyone.  The auction at the banquet was the hi-lite of the evening.   Shawn Warden, who is now a professional auctioneer, did his thing, and thoroughly amazed the crowd.  Not much money was raised for the housing fund, but $1,500.00 was raised for the scholarship fund…and the biggest single donation to this fund came from a showdown auction for the right to cut off Paul Ryan’s two-year-old ponytail.   Rick Kitchen lead a group of donators that outbid a group led by Chip Hodges for the right to lop it off, and with a pair of cuticle scissors donated for the occasion, well, it was sheer delight.   The Board held the Charter ceremony recognizing the active chapter as the Alpha Chapter of The Beta Phi Omega National Fraternity, thus completing the transition from the old local Fraternity to the new national structure.

Of course, this would not be complete without mentioning the outbreak of food poisoning that occurred after the banquet…needless to say, we will be looking for another location for the 35th reunion.

(1998 - 1999)
  The fraternity was really beginning to grow after several presidencies of Jon Kuhns.  Jon focused greatly on rushing new members and the fraternity numbers were over 80+ active members when Noah came to term.  The men were very active in sports, philanthropies, and school functions making the Beta Phi name well known to all students Greek and non-Greek.  However, with the increase in numbers came an increase in different activities by all members both new and old which later inadvertently violated a school rule against non-fraternity parties.  The fraternity was first placed onto probation and then it was dismissed from campus for a school quarter to hold a "trial" for the fraternity actions.  During this quarter the fraternity was forced to stop rushing events, Pumpkin Hunt, and all other social events.  The trial then drug into another school quarter and the active members became assisted by the Alumni Association.  With the assistance of the alumni brothers, the fraternity was able to regain its membership but not without its losses.  The active chapter had less than 25 members and academics were poor.  Noah was one of several members that were forced to rededicate themselves to school and Noah resigned as president.  Although the brotherhood was strong within the group, the academics of these men had suffered to keep the fraternity alive.  However, the bond was not broken and The Beta Phi Omega Fraternity continued on at Wright State University.
(2000 – 2001)
The Spencer Hamilton Presidency is defined by strong brotherhood ties, outrageous fun, and continued resilience against a bothersome Greek Life Office. At the time, relations were so tumultuous that the Greek-Life office often resorted to despicable tactics in attempts to dispose of Wright State's first fraternity. For example "pledge-spies" were recruited to rush Beta Phi Omega in attempts to uncover sacred and secret Beta Phi traditions. Furthermore, Greek Life had brought charges against the fraternity for throwing a house-party. (Truly the stuff of legend, the Barflies were no longer on double-secret probation but rather public enemy number one.) Little did Greek Life know just who they we dealing with! In short, the Brothers and the Alumni rallied and hired counsel. Then in an epic University Judicial Hearing, Beta Phi Omega argued that their constitutional rights had been violated and was absolved of all charges. Exuberant jubilation reverberated around the world as the Barflies celebrated victory! The Greek Life office was humiliated, but that was not the point. The point is that you cannot keep the Barflies down. True excellence, through preeminent brotherhood, cannot be impeded. It is the tradition set forth by the founding fathers, sustained throughout my era, and continued to this very day.

a milestone of significance was reached with the induction of the 400th member
A Reflection And Summary

Historians tell us that the history of a nation reflects the fiber of the people who have composed it how they have reacted to crises, overcome obstacles, and developed over a long period of time. It is likely, then, that the caliber of a fraternity can in some way be measured by viewing its history in the proper perspective. The history for Beta Phi Omega from its founding in 1967, were years of steady, yet slow, development. It was a period in which the crises were not small.

These crises were encountered by Beta Phi Omega, not as a large, financially secure organization, but as, young, struggling fraternity.  It is not likely that we would have surmounted these hurdles and many others without the competent leadership and devoted service of men like. Brother Roy and Kreuger and Cooper.

What does the future hold for Beta Phi Omega? With it just now reaching maturity as an organization, one cannot feel but that the years ahead will be bright. Further growth and progress can be expected. Beta Phi Omega leaders are not likely to stand still amidst changing times.

A priceless heritage, an unparalleled record of growth and progress, a bright and promising future . . . this is Beta Phi Omega.

Since 1967 Beta Phi Omega has given Brothers the opportunity to develop leadership and self-confidence skills, and has also provided a social outlet during their years at collage and beyond. The passage of time has produced many changes on campus, but one thing is clear – Beta Phi Omega continues to thrive because we have not forgotten the principles on which the fraternity was founded: 

Fraternity Family School.

Founding Fathers 1st Founding September 21 1967
Robert George Beecroft Jr.
          Founder Robert was born February 19, 1948 in Dayton Ohio. The son of Robert and Rita Beecroft. He graduated from Carroll High School, before starting WSU in the fall of 1966. He was active with the Fraternity till 1970 when he was drafted into the Army. He was in the Army as an X-Ray & Nuclear Medicine Tech from 1970 - 1977. While in the Army he received a BS in Education in 1974. After leaving the Army in 1977 he was a Nuclear Medicine Tech with the Dayton VA Medical Center until 1984. From 1984 till the present he has been a Contracting Officer / Procurement Analyst at WPAFB. Founder Robert main aim when founding the Fraternity was to create a student organization to provide service to the community while providing for the social welfare of its members. Founder Robert coached football and then soccer for 35 years at all levels from youth to high school. Founder Robert and his Wife Linda had 4 Daughters and 4 Grandchildren. Founder Robert fondest memory of Beta Phi Omega was the Activities and parties
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Richard Louis Boss

Founder Richard was born August 26, 1948 in Rochester New York. The son of Clem and Gert Boss. He graduated from Churchville High School in New York, before coming to WSU in Fall of 1966. He was active with the chapter till 1971.  Founder Richard held the office of Secretary in 1968 and 1969, Founder Richard’s main aim in founding the fraternity was to start something, do it right, make it the best, and make lifelong friends in the process.  Founder Richards fondest memory of Beta Phi Omega will always be the friendships. Since his days at WSU Founder Richard has been in restaurant management
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James C. Crawford

Founder James was born July 19, 1948 in Dayton Ohio. The son of Grant and Camelia Crawford. He graduated from Beavercreek High School, before coming to WSU in Fall of 1966. He was active with the chapter till 1970.  Founder James held no offices in the undergrad chapter, but he has been the chapter Faculty Advisor since he became the director of the Wright State MBA program. He received a BS in Business in 1970 from WSU, an MS in Educational Research from WSU in 1971, an MED in Education Research from the University of Dayton in 1976. Since leaving the university in 1970 Founder James has worked in the Dayton Public Schools, taught at Valley City State University in North Dakota, before returning to WSU. Founder James main aim in founding the fraternity was to establish a haven for social camaraderie which he felt was lacking at the time.
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Edward Andrew Crum

Founder Andy was born September 11, 1948.  He received a BA in Liberal Arts from Wright State.  He held the office of Treasurer.

Milton Harley Johnson
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Founder Milton was born in January 1948 in Hopkinsville, Kentucky. The son of Milton S. Johnson. He graduated from Fairmont West High School, before coming to WSU in fall of 1966. He was active with the chapter till 1968. Founder Milton held the office of Sergeant at Arms in the undergrad chapter. He received a BS in Finance in 1970 from WSU. Since leaving the university in 1970 Founder Milton has worked in the Colorado skiing Resorts. Founder Miltons main aim in founding the fraternity was to start something at WSU that have not been seen there before.

Richard Greenwald

Founder Dick was born June 11 1948.  He grew up in Dayton.  He received a BS in Management.  He attended WSU 1966-67, 1971, and 1978.  He has started his own computer consulting firm.
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Terry Lee Lewis 

Founder Lewis the first President of the Fraternity, was born August 26, 1948, in Dayton.  The son of Shirley and Basil " Louie" Lewis. His mother was the first teacher hired at Shaw School in Beavercreek.  His father was employed at N.C.R. Founder Lewis attended Beavercreek High School, the home of the Battling Beavers. Beta Phi began informally with mostly members who were from Beavercreek. 

Founder Lewis received a under graduate degree was in Chemistry-Education.  Founder Lewis also received a M.B.A. from U.D. in Public Administration.  Founder Lewis taught school four and one half years then went with the Youth Commission for four years where he wrote federal grants. Founder Lewis left that job to attend U.D. Law School in 1976.  Founder Lewis was selected to represent the Law School in both the National Moot Court and in the National Mock Trial Competitions. These teams compete against all of the other law schools in the U.S.  His team won both regional competitions and went on to compete in the National Finals in New York and Houston respectively.  They lost in New York but Founder Lewis partner and he ended up in a five way tie for the final round in Moot Court.   Founder Lewis also was selected to the National Labor Law Team and was asked to manage the National Corporate Law Team.  

Immediately after law school Founder Lewis was hired as the Vandalia Prosecutor, where he went eight years without loosing a jury trial to another attorney.    Founder Lewis has two sons, William, and Jonathan.
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Richard Paul Roy 

Founder Richard was born January 15, 1948 in Kansas City, Mo. The only child of George and Josephine Roy. He graduated from Carroll High School, before starting WSU in the Fall of 1966. He received a BS in Personnel Management and a BS in Industrial Management in 1970. He received an MBA in Management in 1977.  He was the first Vice President of the Fraternity, and President for two years 1968 - 1970.  He was active in the Fraternity until 1970, when he was drafted (#17 in lottery pick) into the Army.  During his tour he was stationed in Berlin guarding the wall. In 1968 he was the first Mr. Wright State.  Student Senator and more.  Many consider him to be the Father of our fraternity. He is credited with writing much of the fraternity’s early ritual and Constitution. In the political Vs Social Debate he was firmly on the side of the fraternity being a social group, and has been credited with establishing the present social brotherhood atmosphere. He was the best of what Beta Phi Omega represented.

Gary Frank Pope 
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Founder Gary was born February 5, 1948 in Springfield Ohio. The son of William and Maxine Pope. He graduated from Coldwater High School in Coldwater Michigan, before coming to WSU in Fall of 1966. He was active with the chapter till 1969.  Founder Gary held no offices in the undergrad chapter. He received a BA in Political Science in 1970 from WSU.  Founder Gary’s main aim in founding the fraternity was to establish a new organization which stressed the importance of brotherhood which he felt he couldn’t get from the Fraternities present at the time.
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Daniel Francis Quinn

Founder Daniel was born June 14.  He grew up in Springfield, OH. He was Associate Mentor.

Eugene H. Quintanilla

Brother Quintanilla received his bachelor degree from WSU in 1970. He was commissioned in the Air Force through Air Force Officer Training School (OTS) and began his career as a navigator. He has served assignments at the squadron and MAJCOM levels.

Robert John Ayresman 
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Founder Ayres man was born June 8 1948 in Dayton Ohio The son of Robert J. Ayrsman and Grace M. Ayrsman. Founder Ayres man attended Beavercreek High School, the home of the Battling Beavers. Beta Phi began informally with mostly members who were from Beavercreek. . Founder Lewis was a school friend and lived around the block from Founder Ayres man family in Beavercreek. Founder Ayres man was asked to join and the start up of this organization by Founder Lewis. Founder Barr was also one of his closest friends
After attending WSU Founder Ayresmsan Went in to sales for General Foods, Hallmark Cards He spent several years in the financial services/mortgage business. . For the last 11 yrs. Founder Ayres man has worked at a Community Mental Health Hospital with disabled people that suffer long term mental illness.


Founder Ayres man has been married 19 yrs to Doreen and has two wonderful children Robbie 14 and Haley 9 yrs and they live near West Palm Beach, Florida. They love going out on their boat on weekends and Founder Ayres man gave up playing golf 5 yrs ago which was a difficult transition. With my work and family life, golf was taking up too much time.
  

Founder Ayres man best memories of the Fraternity is the friendship that he made while he was at WSU.
Other Beta Phi Omega Founding Fathers 

Much of the lives of the following founding fathers are a mystery. Research on them continues

Dave Blasius, Forest Barr, , Ed Mosner 

Founding Father 2nd Founding October 6, 1975
Timothy Paul Vest
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Founder Vest was born 8/9/50 was a member of Gamma Fall 1969

Founding Father 3nd Founding September 19, 1992
Mark Allen Cooper
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Founder Cooper was born 3/8/1969 was a member of Alpha Kappa Pledge Class

42

